
Fellowship Baptist Church, July 13, 2014—PM 

Scripture: Philippians 3:9-11 

Message: “Knowing Christ” 

 

INTRODUCTION: Paul gave up everything for Christ.  He gave up his earthly 

accomplishments.  He gave up religion. He even gave up his Jewish heritage.  His goal 

was a deeper knowledge and fellowship with Christ—“the excellency of the knowledge 

of Christ”, “win Christ”, and “be found in Christ”.   

 

I.  Paul’s desire was to know Christ in an intimate way. 

 A.  The demons had knowledge of Christ.—Mark 1:24 

 B.  The religious leaders of Christ’s day knew He was a teacher come from God. 

  1.  The scribes & chief priest knew His teaching was true. 

—Luke 20:20-21 

  2.  The Pharisees knew Jesus was from God.—John 3. 

 C.  The disciples knew Christ on a different level but still didn’t know Him the  

  way they should have.—John 14:8-11 

   (They knew the facts but had much to learn about Him.) 

 D.  Paul wanted to know Christ completely.—Phil. 3:10 

  1.  Wanted to experience the power of the resurrected life. 

—Rom. 6; 8:10-11 

  2.  Wanted to experience the sufferings of Christ.—I Peter 4:13-14 

 

II. How can we know Christ in an intimate way?—Phil. 3:10 

 A.  We must let go of all self righteousness.—3:9 

  1.  It must be Christ or nothing. 

2.  Christ is all we need.—Col. 2:3; 9-10 

 B.  We must be conformed to His death. 

  1.  Definition: made conformable--to share the likeness of, to take on the 

 same form as (what Christ took on through his death, Phil 3:10). 

  2.  We die to sin as He died to sin. 

  3.  We die to self as He died to self.—Gal. 2:20 

  4.  We take up our cross and follow Christ.—Matt. 16:24-26 

 

III. Christ desires for us to know Him better. 

 A.  Christ in His prayer for the disciples prayed for them to know Him better. 

  —John 17:3. 

 B.  We must know Christ by the Spirit.—II Cor. 5:16 

  1.  Can not know Christ just from books. 

  2.  It is the Spirit of Christ that reveals Him to us. 

 C.  We must know and experience more of Christ’s love.—Eph. 3:19 

 D.  We demonstrate our knowledge of Christ by our obedience.—I John 2:3-4 

 

CONCLUSION: Do you know Christ as Savior? 

      How well do you know Christ? 

      How well do you want to know Him? 


